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McGill Smith Punshon, Inc.  
Wins Coveted Statewide Ohio  
Parks and Recreation  
Association Award for  
the Square at Union Centre  
Urban Park Project 
 
McGill Smith Punshon, Inc. has been honored by OPRA (Ohio Parks and Recreation 
Association) with a “Meritorious” Award for Park Development for The Square at Union 
Centre urban park project. Since 1967, the prestigious OPRA Awards have showcased 
outstanding achievement among Ohio’s parks and recreation agencies in 28 categories, 
ranging from park development to leadership. 
 
The Square at Union Centre urban park serves as a destination spot and outdoor 
gathering space for the West Chester community, as well as the central focal point for 
West Chester’s new downtown. The park, which includes elements such as a clock tower 
(which also serves as an outdoor stage), fountains, central green, walkways, and seating 
areas, has already hosted events such as the 2008 Union Centre Bash, a Thursday night 
concert series, Saturday farmer’s markets, and Sunday ice cream socials. The park 
complements the surrounding land uses, and works to create a true, cohesive downtown 
for West Chester Township. 
 
The Ohio Parks and Recreation Association is a non-profit corporation of more than 
1,600 parks and recreation professionals dedicated to providing quality recreation 
opportunities to all Ohioans, and the stewardship of Ohio’s parks and natural resources. 
 
With a 150-year history in the Cincinnati region, MSP is a diversified firm providing 
planning, architectural design, civil engineering, surveying, landscape architecture and 
facilities planning services to educational, public, private, institutional and non-profit 
sectors. 


